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“Despite their ecological and 
cultural significance and the 

wealth and breadth of 
accumulated knowledge and 

experience in the management 
and use of resources that these 

[small holder agricultural] 
systems represent, very few 

efforts are underway to protect 
and conserve such ancient 

farming systems ”1 

Abstract 
 

Agricultural diversification means growing a 
variety of foods  which are often locally adapted 
and planted with indigenous agricultural 
methods. This diversification allows for a food 
system that is resilient and adaptive to 
challenges that climate change  creates such as  
increased drought and increased climate 
disasters. Peasant and indigenous agricultural 
methods maintain a high level of diversification 
which aids in the resiliency of their food systems 
to climate change. 

Terrace gardens (below) helped protect Hopi crops 
from dust bowl drought.3 Unfortunately, climate 
change issues, including weather and policy, inhibit 
continual adaptation.    

Although indigenous Peruvians maintain high levels 
of potato crop biodiversity (above), many native 
varieties are threatened. Six Quechua communities 
have worked together to create “Potato Parks” living 
seed banks that adapt to changing climate 
conditions.2   
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Coffee planted among shade trees in Chaipas, 
Mexico (left). This method increases the 
protection of the crop from hurricanes, allows 
for rewards from government programs for 
conservation, and allows for multiple sources 
of income to combat unstable market forces. 


